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INTRODUCGTION

The beginning of April found the 90th Inf Div mopping up behind the
spearheeding 4th Armd Div in the breskthrough up the HESSE Corridor.
RCT %59 (minus its 3d Bn) wes still attached to the latter. Both
Divisions had driven a lancet deep toward “the heart of Germany and
supply lines stretched far tehind them. Both flanks were exposed as
the Germans reacted against units trying to exploif the drive and
engaged them in stiff fighting, slowing thelr progzress.

XII Corps was ordered to seige the communication centers vicinity
ARNSTADT while XX Corps on the left would seize those at ERFURT (J37)
and WEIMAR (J57). ,

On the 3Ist of March, then, XII Corps assigned 4th Armd Div the
mission of capturing OHRDRUF (J1154) aend GOTHA (J0965) with 90th Div
following.

11th Armd Div on the right wes %o seize ABNSTADT and “KRANICHFELD
(JL456) with 26th Inf Div following. 7lst Inf Div remsined in Corps
Regerve .

The 4th Armd Div with forward elements aporozehing EISENACH (HE267)
wes beginning to swing E and the Division (= ROT 359) was prepared

t o mop up behind them, Forward elements of 357th and 358th Infs were
generally six wiles short of HERSFELD (B3654)% The Division CP was
ot DERVSHAUSEN (H2730). 3d Bn 350th Inf in Division Reserve was
positioned st BAD SALZSCFLIRF (HRS526) with Co L at BERNSHAUSEN., 9Oth
Ren Tr weas guarding prisoners for Corps.

% # % % #* %

1 April 1045

As the Division was alresdy on the heels of the armor, the planned
movenment forward was halied to give rear elements of the 4th Arwd Div
8 chance to clear.” Further, 11th Armd Div, ordered to bypsss FULDA
(H3819), swung into the 90th Div zone before turning E st EUNFELD
(H4432) andvas given road priority.

The regiments were therefore dirscted to push forward reconnaissance
within their zones. 2d Bn of 3°8th Inf was ordered forward to cover
the Division right flank at BOLAS (H418470), ROTHENKIRCHEN (H389378),
arid EISRERFTLD (HL54423), while Co & 357th Inf plus TDs moved to block
the left flank et BEIERSCHAUSEN (F3540), ASBACH (H3650) and the inter-
section of the Autobahn SW of HERSFELD (H3954). Both units were in

place by 2200.
CT 359 moved out at 0900 to follow h Armd Div. The forward elements

traveled some 33 miles before halting behind CCA who were stopped by
g blown bridve over the WERRA River near HORSCHEL (H7571).
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As the rear of the lead march serial (lat Bn) passed SALLVANNSHAUSEN
(H6670), fire from the town across the viver was received. Some of
the unit detrucked and returned the fire with swall arms, 50 caliber
machine guns and anti-tank guns. The town was set afire and the
column woved on. '

lst Bn wes attached to CCA and asssembled a+ WILLERSHAUSEN (H7174),
2d Bn sssembled at WOMMEN (HET71) while the regimental CP and ettached
units halted at MARKERSHAUSEN (H&774).

Division &rtillery air patrols were active, Two ME 109s jumped one
liaison plane B of HERSFELD but +he plane escaped serious damage,
Another Cub wag hit by enemy anti-sircraft units but made its way
hDY}}e ® !

-

90th Ren Tr was releesed from Corps prisoner guard detail snd re-
" joined the Diviesion. :

Now came disquieting information thet sizeable enemy forces had cut
across the axis of communication to the reary blocked the MSR N of
HOOHSTADT (18586) and were harassing snd ewmbushing supply vehicles.

8 convoy of four Division Quartermester( trucks was awbushed near
STOCKEIM (19193) as they took s secondary route. Two men were killed.
One was wounded and captured and later gbandoned., The fourth soldier
was captured and held for four days-until troops of the 7lst Inf Div
recaptured him,

Seven trucks from 712th Tk Bn'Service Company left NIEDERAULA (H3246)
to pick up gasoline from the gas, dump. A4bout 1900 they were ambushed
near WALLERNHAUSEN' (49100). ‘Oue truck turned sround and escaped. In the
fight which followed, (oné snldicr was killed, two were wounded and
captured (but leter abandoned and recovered) and three others were
taken prisoner. sand recaptlred the next day. The rest of the 14 men
escaped aud returned to the unit. Two of the vehicles were recovered
the following day.

In the esrlv evening XII Gorps requested a batteslion to guard apposches
to the Corps Forward CP ot BLAUTERBACE (H1728). 3d Bn 350th Inf was
essigned this wmission and moved out s the period closed.

2 April 1ok5

Sterting at 0700, the Uivieion pushed on 14 miles before orders from
Corps halted the sdvance and changed direction to due E.

Orders and an overlay reached the troops shortly after noon and
directed mop-up to the WERRA River preparatory to crossing it end
continuing E. Once wore the 90th was to be on its own with nothing
in front.
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557th Inf - Petrols from lst Bn begen immedistely to work towards
the river which they reached without resistance. A bridge badly
damaged but passable for foot troops, was found at DANKMARSEAUSEN
(86061}, Immediate crossing was recommended and approved. Troops
of Co O led the way over the rickety structure until the entire
battalion was across. -

Civilien reports thet DIPPACH (H&E260) held only three enemy troops
proved thoroughly unrelisble as e blast of smell arms fire poured
out of the town. Artillery was laid on the town and it wes taken by
asgsault of Co B and C with 24 Plat, Co C, 712th Tk Bn. This platoon
forded the swift-~flowing WERRA River et 1730 and moved in sections
of two tanks each with infentry fenned out on either side: Marching
fire of all arme was used as the attackers crossed the flat approsch
to DIPPACH. Road blocks at the reilroad underpesses at the edge of
town were reduced by direct fire and by running over thems The town
wae entered at 1830 and cleared shortly thereafter. The'close in--
fantry-tank coordination was illustrated by the infantryman who sub-
stituted for the assistant gunner in one tenk and gave excellent
performence. Following capture of DIPPACH, LEIMBACH (H6158) was
occupied by Cn A, The Germens now aimed high velocity flre from the
vicinity of BZRKA (HEL63) and the E.

3d Bn moved up on the left and began crossing the WERRA River while
2d Bn and Task Force MAGER blocked to the W.

358th Inf - 2d Bn continued to securé the right flank while lst end
3d Bns turned E toward the WERRA. At 1645 a Co K patrol ceptured
44 PsW ot BENGENDORF (H578570).sfter e -skirmish., The battalion
then continued egainst scattered resistance to the River.

lst Bn seized a railroasd bridge across the river late in the day.
Only foot troops could orods.

174 PeW were captured by the regiment during the day.

th Inf - Enemy fire delayed construction of a bridge at PFPERSDORF
H7472) end 18t Bn crossed in assault boats, accomplishing this in
late mworning. The Germens opened up with self-propelled gun fire
from the high ground to the NE. . Artillery silenced these guns.

After a bridge was cowpleted at PFERSDORF and the srmor had crossed,
lst Bn moved to KRAUTHAUSEN (H7872) snd then to MADELUNGEN (H7972).
Here one tenk wes lost but the town was captured at 2350.

In late afternoon, 24 Bn crossc. near SALMANNHAUSEN (H6670). Cos F
end & found the town clear and moved on to the high zround to the SE.

90th Ren Tr - reconnoitered on the right flenk of the Division, meet-
ing swall arms fire as they reached UNTT.RBRE IZBACH (H5848) Most of

it came from t-e high ridge W of VACHA (HE150).
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The situation in the far resr areas remsined fluid,.snd 7lst Inf

Div was put to clearing up the sschor. #Another Division Quarter-
master convoy of 4 trucks was ambushed by Panzerfaust and small

ayrms fire in vicinity of STOCKHEIWM, Germany. The lead truck plunged
ahead and escaped. The other three halted and all the occupants but
one were surrounded end captured. They were turned over to the Burgo-
meister of SIOCKHEIM who releesed them. The one soldier who escaped
was picked up three days later by the 7lst Div as they combed the
woods. Four of the trucks involved in the two ambushes were sub-
sequently recovered.

3d Bn 359th Inf reached its area at 0400 and remeined under Corps
control. Battslion CP and Co I were at BLITZENROD (H1726). Co K
was at HARTMANSHAIN (HOQ0Q) and Co L SW of HARTHANSHAIN, blocking
roads at thc junction., 3d Plat, Co D, 712th Tk Bn was attached and
joined the Battalion in early worning. Together with infantry riding
the tanks they combed .out an area about 28 Kms, moving through
HERBSTEIN, This mission netted 72 prisoners,

At 1800 they r.:urned to BLITZENROD and set up a defensive position.
Other than this the Bsttalion had no enewy contactl

As a result of enemy harassment of supply routes, elewents of the
light tenk company, 712th Tk Bun, elements of '775rd TD Bn, snd elements
of 537th AAA Bn were called upon at intervals to escort convoys to
the rear for the next several wecks,

Enemy air was very active over Divigion units. 75 sorties were flown.
34 Ba 357th Inf, was strafed by G 'plaves_as they moved up on the
Division left near HERSFELD, Iiodamage resulted. A Division Artillery
Headquarters vehicle was damaged by an ME 109 later in the day at the
same spot. 40:enemy planes strafed and bombed 915th F4 Bn causing

nine casualties. 7 enemy planes were destroyed and two probably
destroyed by supporting 'gnti-aircraft.

Division CP opened at FRIEDEWALD (HA056) at 17403,

3 April 1045

Corps orders wéere to attack © across the WERRA River and secure the
line BERIEA ~ VACHA. Purther attack was on order.

357th Inf - 3d Bn completed its crossing of the WERRA efter midnight
and woved to DIPPACH without inc.dent. Before 0730 L and K Companies
attacked BERKA. Victory was eazy. The town was taken by 0755.

lst Bn moved E to the ridge line. Their patrols filtered further as

the advsnce waited additional orders. These came at 1115. The ob<
jective now was the railroad track about 15 kilometers E of the WERRA.
The Division ¢ =ander shortened this objective as it was beyond eff-
ective artillery suppcrt. 4 bridge over which to displsce artillery

was still not in. Engineers begen construction at WIDDEZRSHAUSEN (H6059).

-l -
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B C5 captured ABTIRODA (HE350) without trouble at 0950« 0. Co on the
right took GASTERIDA (HE358) et 1030 but hit e snag in capturing
VITZERODA (HE457). Accowpenied by four tenks, the company moved
through the wo. .5 SZ of GABIZRIDA toward Hill 340. This bald ridge
west of the town was s*outly defended by 100 35 Troops. They opened
up on the stteckers es they swerwed out of the woods and climbed the
open slope. Machine gun and swall arms bullets and Panzerfausts hit
intos the assaulting force. Eortar fires burst around them, Panzer-
Pausts smashed into three of the tanks, disabling two. The crew
escaped. The infantrywen were less fortunate. A4 number Were cag-
valties. Fighting continued until evening when resistance slackensd,
Artillery and flanking tank fires turned the trick. The company
rema ined in contact throughout the night. In the worning they
sccupied the position. ' B

On the left,'5d 3n woved virtually without opposition. 20mm .and A4
fire were encountered es Co I moved into HAUSBRZITENBAGH (E6663). L
Oo occupied GOSPENRTDA- (HE659) while K Co took HORSCYLITT (HE661) .

2nd Bn, which had'been_héid-w of the River ou Divigon order, wes
released and woved from HOEWEZBACH (HS5461) across-the battered bridge
et DANKMARSFAUSEN into DIPPACH: 411 elemente were assewbled by 1800.
The bridge at WIDDEASHAUSIN (M6059) wes coupleted at 1535 and ¢ omma nd
transportation snd artillery were shoved(across.

358th Inf - Because of the enemy defeuse gt the railrosd bridge, lst
3n crossed 3 and C Cos at 0600 belind 357th in their area. B.Co then
swung south end cleared HIRINILL (E5857), LEUGERS (H5954), HARVRCDE
(F573536) and PHILLIPSTHAL (¥5951) da-turn. Co O turned E at HIRINGEN
and attacked OBERZELLA (F6251). Efforts to take the town were un-
successful until a coordinated attack wes launched with 4 Uo at 1900.
This cowpeny had crossed on the RR bridge at 1300. They started to
fallow G Co but ran into epémy in the woods end hed to fight their way
clear. After .-e f£all of OBERZELLA, C» & continued on to the high
zround béyond. ‘

V4CHA (HA150) wiich-a captured order showed wes a critical point in
the German défense, offered more trouble. 3d Bo crossed the ULSTER
River and eliwminated UITIZRBREIZBACH with artillery efter the civilians
there, impressed by the S5, tried to stave off the attack with small
arms. The Battalion reached VACHA about noon., The town and high ground
ad jacént to it were defended by en estimated 500 troops, -- Hehrmacht,
Volksturm snd S8 -- employing smell arws, sutomatic weapons and anti-
sircraft guns.- Fires hot and heavy were cxchanged throughout the day
ss the assault elements fought their way into the town under a shower
of enemy wortar end 20mm fire. This cemwe frow the high ground on the
left. By 1800, however, the backbone of resistance was broken. The
town wes cleared by dark, Over 200 prisoners were captured. 0o K
remained in VACHA. Co I pushed on to DORWDORF., Co L moved sbreast
just § of the town.
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The action of hHoth 358 and 357 had ruptured the enemy's attewmpt to
form an ¥LR. ©0th Division now straddled the WERRA River over which
no bmerican soldier was to heve passed. 2d Bn continued its hlocking
mission on the 358th's risht flenk without being engaged. -

511 was not wilk and honey, however, as the regimental CP found itself
caught in a web of encounters. First, in midafternocon a group of "about
%0 bypassed enemy attacked the CP at HEIL3OLDSHAUSEN (B5653) from the
high ground sbove the RR station snd yards. They were quickly rounded
un by e hurriedly gathered force of tankers, truck drivers, MPs and

CP personnel. Later in the day at 1830 one eneumy plane rosred over

the area. Ak engaged snd hit it. The plane negan & crash dive along
the railroad and apjlarently jettisoned its bomb before plunging to

the cround in fleswes. The bomb hit a hoxcar of black powder. The
resultant blast dug a 50 foot crater, leveled five houses, blew the
roofs off some twentv or thirty others and broke most.of the windows

in the town., Several men were pinned under the debris as buildings
collapsed upon them. Three died -- one of ficer ‘and -ne enlisted

wen from 712th Tk Bn, and one ettached medic. 29 other tankers,
another wedic, one TD wman and 49 soldiers from 358th Inf were additional
casualties. 56 of these were evacusted hut, the hullk were roturned to
duty. The regimental CP moved to ROHRIGHSE R (HR752) .

Z50th Inf - Remained attached %o the bt drmd Dive 48 word came that
the CT would be returned to Divisfon csntrol upon relief by elements
of the 80th Inf Div, the regiment plemned to rewaln in place. How-
ever at 0000, Cos C end B moved /oyt to STREGDA (HE070) where they
captured 145 prisoners. 3d Ba coalinued to block the road net in
‘vicinity of O- =s CP. ~ - -

Afttached B37th AAA babteries were busy as the GAF flew 12 sorties.
'Four enewy plenes were douned. AA gun positvions vicinity of Division
0P st ERIELTALD were strafed and AP bombs were dropped. OJne officer
Cand four ¥ were wounded. One 4Owm gun was damaged by enewy fire.

1055 Ps¥W were” processed duriné the perisd. 4 ~ 120mw mortdrs end 3
- 20mm wultiple wount 44 guns were captured or destroyed.

4 4pril lohs

Z257th Inf -~ 5d 3attalion blocked in place on the N flank while 2d
Battslion was committed on left of lst Bsttalion. Both units moved
egsinst dissolving opposition until 24 2n struek the outer ring of

the EISENACH defense at MARKSUHL (H7360). Here, despite heavy
artillery fire including &" guns, the enemy force held out until the
entire battalion was committed to capture the town at 2320. Co G then
coat inued o move towards BURKHARDTRIDA (H7558).
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Near MOHRA (H7754) Tighting flared up briefly and died again as lat
‘Bn knocked out two self~- prooelWCd guns with artillery and t ook thc
town .

On the left, the 89th Div, woving up to relieve 359th Inf, made
unnecessary the block by §d Sn 357th Inf moved to ETTENHA USEN (H7456)
in late afternoon.

558th Inf - Moving slso et 0700 with lst Bn on left and 3d Bn on
right, 358th Inf continued its -tiack against scattered pockets. of
resistance. Awong other towns. 3d Battalion caotursa MERKERS (H6850)
in which was discovered the salt nine nous1ng the great gald hoard
and art btreasure of the Reich. -

Not uatil sevcial days later was the enormous wealth thet had been
captured fully konown. Subsegwat investigetion revealed. that the
subterransan chembers contained 100 tons of gold bulllsn (believed .
to be 81l Germeny's gold), 5 billion Gerwan marks, 2. million dollars
in American currency, 4 willion Norwegisn pounds, (100 million paper
French francs, 110,000 English pounds, and a migcellany of Spanish,
Italian, Lqulsh and Portugese currencies.

Among the art works were 1,000 cases of oalntlﬂgs and statues,
totalling some OOO Dalntlnvs including works by Raphael, Remwbrandt,
Van Dyck, Durer and Renoir. 1,500 priceless tapestries end thousands
of lengravings as well as 120 cases with original G0ETHE collection
frowm WIEKAR rounded out the velughless

Great quantities of Luftwaffe uniforms, including electrically heasted
equipment, were also stored hercl ,

559th Inf ~2d Bn sent G5 E SW to contact 357th 3d Bn. This was
accouwplished in egrly mworning. The reziment then began assenbly
vicinity HONEZBACH (E5562).upon relief b] 89th Div, lat Bn woved to
GROSCENSEE (ES57620%. 2d.Bn esscmbled st BERKA. 3d Bn, relieved by
Corps, closed i et KLELIZNSZE (H5761). "

Division UP opened et RIBSELA0T (HGES2) at 1639.

5 dpril 1945

§§7th Inf -G Go occupied BURVIARTRCD. (H7)58) at 0600 withot oppo=
sition. 2d Bn uhoa rewalred in blocking position on the N flank.

At 0700 the regiment pushed ~ut with 3¢ 3n woving on left of let.
All organized resistance was goue. Rsports indicated the enemy had
fled ¥ and Nk The advance uwoved rapudly. So fast, in fact, that
3d Bn wes at EITERVINLIN (B8U5Q) end lst Zn 2500 yarda NE of WALD-
FISCH (H7954) before they could be halted by Division order at 0845,

558th_Inf - Attacking at 0700, 3d Bn captured BAD LIE3INSTEIN (H8450)
end the high ground beyond. 2d Bn passed through lst Bn .at WITZEL-
RODA (Haoso) to take SCHJEINA (HESS1) end the ridge to the E. Here
Division halted the regiment,

A «.7-..
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90th Ren Tr - The troop had been operating on the front and flenk of
358th Inf, clearing towns and maintaining contact with the 26th Inf
Div on the 90th's right. The troop captured 119 prisoners and re-~
covered at STEI.ZACH (H8552) fifteen American soldiers who had been
captured in the fighting at VACHA.

Although the Division now was halted out of enemy contact, the troop
learned -of an Allied Prison Cemp in the vicinity of FRIEDRICERODA
(H990545) . A recon car and 1/4 ton truck with a 712th light tank
moved out ahead of the line to investigate. They found the camp,
freed 200 British and Cenadian PsW snd took 30 German prisoners be-
fore returning.

559th Inf - The regiment had been directed to stage forward to vici-
nity VACHA in early morning. This ares was advanced to LEIMBACH -
LANGEN®ELD - KAISERODA - HERMANNSRODA. Enroute in early morning, 2d
Bn was tagged as reserve Tor 357th Inf and shifted its course to
ETTENHAUSEN where it closed at 13500, Cannon Co under Division Con-
trol was sent to SCHLITZ (H20%2) to guard trains of enemy materiel
in that area. 3d Bn was directed to guard traine from KAISERODA
(H7050) to BAD SALZUNGEN (H7649). At 1840 Divieion notified the
regiment that it would be attached to 26th Iaf Div in the morning

to relieve elements of the 1lth Armd Div at ZELLA MEHLIS (JO733%).

# * # & #”

The Big Picture was rapidly changing: The boundary between the XII
and VIII Corps, which was now on.the left, was set ms the WERRA River.
All movements now were aimed to sécure by dark, 8 April, a new line
from which a coordinated thruset te, the 538 could be lasunched. For

the Division this indicated ‘en attack through the heavily wooded and
hilly TEURINGER WALD. This was the heart of NAZI Germany, being one
of the first areas of Northera Germany to become fully dominated by
the Party. Corws ordered the 90th Div a2t 1800 to screen until re-
lieved by elements-VIII Corps and then to assemble S of the WERRA
River. One RCT (259) was to move by motor to the 26th Div on 6 April
to relieve 1lth Armd Div in ZELLA MEHLIS - OBERHOF area end patrol

to the NE and-F+ Following further readjustments, it was anticipated
the Division would get a new zone on the Corps left in the areas held
by 359th Inf.

6 April 1945

558th Inf - 350 assembled in vicinity of BAD SALZUNGEN following
relief of 2d and 3d Bns by elements of the 87th Inf Div,

557th Inf - The regiment, uncovered on the I by advance of the 8%9th

Div and passed through by the 97th Inf Div, assembled 5 of the WERRA
in mid~afternoon. 2d Bn 357th Inf was alerted to move to SCHMAL-

- KALDEN (J9140) to secure the town and set up road block in prepera-

tion for the Division advance through that area. At nightfall the

-8 -
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regiment was dircoted to take over the pudrd of the NERKERS salt mine
using elements of the 7i2th Tk Bn as necessarys let Bn with the light
tanks of 712th, wes assigned this mission. :

259th Inf = 350 began its motor'movgment'to‘join the 26th Inf Div
shortiy after noon. 915th TA Bn end 345th FA 3u sccompenied the CT.
2d snd 3d Buns closed st OBEREOF (J1138) late iu the day., 1lst Bn
reached ZELLA MIHLIS at 1750 and established guards on arms and
munitions factories there. .

Divieion CP opened at BAD SALZUNGEN at noon.

?’Apri1”1945

The day was relatively quiet for the bulk of the Divisions lst Bn
%57 reverted to Division Countrol as the MERKERS mine was discovered
4o be sun extensive labyrinth, covering many miles vith numerous en-
trances. 2d Bu 357 completed ite move to SCHMALKALDEN by 1700 with-
out ineident. 343rd and 344th FA Bns displaced to vicinity LAUTER
(J1029) and HEIDERSBACH (H11%0) respectively im order to support the
impending advance of the Division as well ap relessing trucks to
transport the infentry of the following day. '

359th Inf remeined sttached to o5th Div and had several small en-
counters vith defended road blocks as patrols moved out to the E.
Approximately 50 Germans attackec O3ERHOF - shortly before midnight.
This force was eliminated as 20-+ere killed and 30 captured. No
further threats developed. :

The Division plan was to gssemble in vicinity ZELLA MEHLIS on the

8th, paes the 3-3th Inf through the right of 359 and continue the
attack with these two regiments, with 250 remgining on the left flank.
The regiment would revert.to Division control at this time. 357 (=)
was to sssemble vicinity ZELLA MEHLIS as Division Reserve.

8 April 1945

‘The move to the new area begen in early morning, for the most part
over the bridge built at BARCHTELD by 1135th Engr Gp, and was com-
pleted without trouble in early afternoon. Division CP opened at
ZELLA MEHLI3 at 1000B. ' - e

The new zone of the Division looked tough. It was maountain country,
heavily farested, with evergreen trees towering e hundred feet in

the air. In some places snow lay in patches like waste paper thrown
ghout. The mountain roads, carvsd out of the steep slopes or chopped
through the thick woods, offered 1ittle opportunity for by-pass and
were conducive to road blocks. It wes ideal terrain for delaying
action and the Germans made,the mogt of it. But it wes through terrain
such as this that the 9Oth Div gained the accolade of the Germans

ag the "Forest and Mountain Division'. :

- 9'...
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259th Inf - FolIOW1ng au artillery preparstion at 0640, %59th Inf

launched & new ritack with 3d and lst 3us. The latter sought to
occupy the high ground E of GOLDLAUTER (J1%530), which it did without
serious opposition. But 3d Bn, on the left, met trouble. Right

from the start they had to fight tbmlg way forward. By using march=
ing Pire they were able to advance to the crossroad 2400 yards § of
GEHLBERG (J15%5). Here a definite strong point stalled the advence.
The Germans directed mortar fire from GEHLBERG and small arms, mach-
ine gun and bazoocks Tire “rom the crossroads. Lithdrawing slightly,
the battalion smashed the strong point with artillery. A TOT also
was laid on GEHLBERG Tollowing reductian of the crossroads, the 3d

' Bn proceeded slowly in face of small a.ms Fire from defended road
blocks. By nightfall Cos L aund I were on the high ground 1500 yards
% of the road running N from STUTZERBACH (leBO) . K-Co remained at
the ctossrced S of GEHLBERG. o

2d Bn was instructed to block roade S and SE from OBERHOF) and used
their attached tanks to overcome resistance in the areas

At 1550 the ¢O0th Div assumed responsibility for the sector and RCT
359 reverted to Division Control. A

After relief at 1720, lst Bn moved ta an aréa mear the tunnel 4000
yards NE of ZELLA MEHLIS. :

AT Co 350 continued to guard small arms and of fice machlne factorlas
in ZELLA MEHLIS. S

§§8th Inf -~ 358th Inf Closed in their as,emblj area near GOLDLAUTER

in mid-afternoon and begen immediate passage through the lst Ba 359.

- This movement hit a snag as enemy Were encountered at the crossroads
approximately 5000 yards T of GOLDLAUTIR. The Pight, inveolving .
principally O Co 358, lasted several hours. 3ut finally driving off
the resistance, the lst. Bn continued, ewinging NE bo its own zone on
the regimental left, “They captured STUTZERBACH where they remained
for the uight. Enemy resistance appeared on routes leading N and NE.
Routes leading T were lightly held and defended. : :

2d Ba 358 hadva skirmish with enemy infiltraters but advanced along
the regimental right to the railroad tracks NE of SCHMIEDEFELD (J1827).
Only slight resistance “rom small arms and automatic weapons was
encountered. ‘ '

s

Ad Bn assembled at HEIDERSBACH and then sent K and L Cos forward to
STUTZERBACH to tie in with lst Bn and block the regimental N flank,

AT Co guarded 6000 DPs in 11 concentration camps in and around ZELLA
MEHLIS, :

5§7£h Inf - As the regiment prepsred to follow the Division, they
were haltéd by verbal orders of the Corps Commander. The immense
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8 April 1945 (Cont'd)

wealth of the MERKER3 mine had now been appraised and the entire
regiment less the 2d Bu was assigned to guard the numerous tumnels
which honey-combed the area. They passed to Corps control =t 12003.
Accordingly, A Co plus HMG and a section of light tanks (712th Tk Bn)
occupied the Tactory ares at MERKERS. B Co w1th MGs. and light tanks
~was at DIETLAS (ES549). C Co wes at DORNDORF (ES551) »  3d Bn placed
Go I at LEIMBACH (E7349), Co K -at ALLENFORY (H7849) and Co L at
KAISTRODA (H7050). AT Co covered the “getory area and shaft just
S of STADTLINGIPILD (HS8L5). On Co took over the guard on train
lodds of enemy equipment between BAD SALZUNGEZ and VACHA.

2d Bn of 357 moved to ZELLA HEHLIS, to outnost that town, and to
become Division Reserve. They closed Jjust before dark.

Q0th Ren Tr \1ﬁh two platcons Co I, 712th Tk Bu remalned behind to
guard bridges at TIZFENORT (h7L52) and. BARCEFELD,

o April 1945

As the situsti.a now stood, the o0th occupied the desired line on its
right flank. abreast of the 26th Div on the 3.-'3ut on the left, the
87th Div,, with 1n°truct10ns to hold their advance, left that flank
open.. Accordi nply, 250 was directed to push’ out to the required

line abresst of the 356th Inf but to refuse back on the left untxl
such time as the adgaccnt Division came forward.

As the cale# thorn in the 90th Dlv side was GEELBIRG, the 2d Bn 559
was directed to take it out. They moved to the crossrosds 3 of
GEEL3EZRG aund ettacked N in column of.companies, G, B, ¥, at 0830,
Co E secured the hlgh grcund S of GERLBEIRG while Co G maneuvered
for the high ground E of the towa. As they approached their objec~
tive, the enemy engaged them with small arms and machine guns. Co
G cleaned this up end moved on into town about noon w1thout further
resistence. F Uo Pfollowed-into town. let 3n was alerted to stage
forward to GIHLBERG so.the 2d 3n could continue to seize HMANEBACH
(J2035) and block to the N. 3d Bn, meauwhile, had resumed their
advence which again met scattered resistance. They plugged on, how~
ever, and L{0o crossed the HANIZRACH road to occupy -ill 861l. X Co
turned up the main roed but were stopped 13500 yvards 3 of MANEBACH.
Co I blocked the roads 1800 yurds ¥ of and paralleling the ﬁANEBACH '
road.

Cos E end G motor-marched to the road junction $ of HNANEBACH da»
trucked and moved through Jo K o capture the town at 1925, Gome
snell srms Fire was received,

Ist Bn closed into GEELBERG at ZQEO.'

358th Inf - Consolidated its positions in preparation “or attack
the next day.
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357th Inf - Remained on mine guard less the 2d 3n which stayed at
ZELLA FEHLIS as Diviesion Reserve.

The air force bombed ILMENAU (J2436) and destroyed many heavy duty
German vehicles. A susvected ammunition depot in a woods at J33%2
B of GEEREN (J31%2) slso was bombed snd tremendous explosions
resulted.

10 = 14 april 1945

Wow the Division was set for the general advence which was finally
scheduled for 10 April. On the left the 87th Div, though not
ebreast, had been given the "go" signal. On the right the 26th Div
waited for jump off with the 90th.

The story of the next five days is pretty much of a pattern. There
was fighting, in some instances, hard fighting as at ILMENAU and
OEHRENSTCCK (J265337). But for the most part, it was scattersd and
locally determined. Some 58, some Fitler Youth, some Volkssturm
were encountered sund ground under. Countless romsd 'blocks, many
undefended, were met and destroyed. But the big fighting was over,
for now the towns were giving up again without resistance. As our
troops advanced, mayor after meor came out’ to surrender his town.
By the close of day on the 1lth no organized enemy line existed in
the Division sector. The infautrymen.iountéd trucks, tenks and TDs
to search out the vanishing enemy., 355th~Inf rode rough-shod through
GROSS BREITENBACH (J3125), GRATENTHAL (J5219) and LOBENSTEIN (J7713)
and reached the 3ELBITZ River on!thuell3th. 350th Inf swept through
GEHREN, LANGE- ZISEN (J2935) snd KONTGSEE (J3734) to the SAALE
River on the 1l4th. A1l towns in both regimental sectors vere en-
tered and cleared.

90th Ren Tr, relieved of, its\bridge guard at 0600 on 10 April, re-
joined the Division, ' In the afternoon of 11 April the troop was
given the mission of-recommoitering the Division front and moved off
through XONIGSZIE where they ceptured 7 prisoners. The troop con=-
tinued to scour-ithe area in “ront of the Division and late on the
13th seized a bridge intact at J8L2040 (4 kilometers S of BLANKEN-
STEIN) . After dark on the 13th they were driven off once, retock
the bridge and held off an enemy column. Co E 358th Inf and 2 Plate
77%rd TD Bu relicved them in ear ly morning of the lith,

All other bridges investigated along the SELBITZ and SAALZ Rivers
were out. On the l4th, %58th crossed the river SE of LICHTENBERG
(J8005). 24 Ba moved first. G Co captured BLANKENBURG (J8208), a
jeep bridge across the SAALE and 65 prisoners. 3d Bu followed 2d
and pushed E blocking to the S st the seme time. By dark the
regiment held a bridghead 30 kilometers square.

Tollowing their relief, the 9Oth Ren Tr pushed to the N and E and
cut the BERLIN -~ MUNICH Autobahn at 1600 after an encounter with
50 infantrymen at BERG (J875055).

- 10 -
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During this period the Div CP lkept psee with thé infantry by dis-
placing five times. ' The CP moved from ZELLA MEHLIS to STUTZERBAUH
on the 10th. It opened &t noon on the 12th at GROS3 BRIETENBACH.
At 0900 on the 13th it set up at OBER~ WEISSBAOR (J4126).

Here the operational maps were scarcely unwrapped when the CP moved
again on that day to PROBSTZELLA (J5821) where it opened ab 1700,
Nextsday, the 14th, it shifted once more, setting up at LOBENSTEIN
at 1630. ' :

by reaching the SAALE River the Division had broken clear of the
THURINGER YALD. Now the only large town remaining betwesn the
Division and the Ozech border %0 Kms W, was HOF (J9600). It be~-
ceme the Division's next objective. Corps established arrestraine
ing line just beyound the town.

357th Inf - This regiment meanwhile was & hubbub of attivity as
plans were laid for removal of the gold and art treasures of which

it was guardian. Many noteblcs hed visited the mine, including
Generals Eisenhower, Bradley, Patton and Lear.

At 0000 on the l4th losding of the gold on 10«ton trucks began.
The labor con'inued as the period closed. ~Jeeps were disassembled
lowered into the mine and reassembled to ‘assist in the work. Twe
crews of 50 men each slternated.

Back in the Division, 1135th Bugrs- Were working too. Their interest
was a bridge at BLANKEN3TEIN. It wasgcompleted in sarly evening,
but work on the approaches. deléyed its use until midnight. It was
intended that 358th Inf use dt/first until 0545 when 350th Inf would
take overe. .

15 April 1945

358th Inf -~ From midaight until 0645 vehicles and supporting
weapons for 358 rumbled across the bridge at BLANKENSTEIN. The
taking of HOT -wes assigned to the %58th's 5d Bn. After a stubborn
Pight at KODITZ '(J9200), the Bn reached ‘the outskirte of HOF., The
attack began shortly after noon and raged until efter dark when the
town was rather well occupied but not wholly cleersd. The Germans
put up a stout Pight and aggressively used small arms, machine guns
and Panzerfausts, but to no avail. They werc steadily compressed
into a smaller and smeller zrea in MNE HOF. K Co seized a bridge
intaet and pushed across the SALLE River. lore thap 1000 prisoners
were teken as the regiment chalked up 1192 PaW for the day. They
also seized an airfield at 0935095 with 18 enemy training plenes
and 2 JU-88's in excellent con’ition as well as a parachute factory
with an estimated 2000 parachvies at HOF. '

o0th Ren Tr was already in HOF on the left ess 5d 3a ceme up. Seeing
whitc Flags Plying, the troops had entered the town without resis-
tance . Then the shooting begen -- gmall exms and Panzerfauste.

- 1% =
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Fighting was hoavy. One light tank was immobilized by Panzerféust.
The infentry took over assisted by some of the light tanks. After
dark Co L relieved the troop in theirp portion of HOF. The troop
reverted to Division Rescrve.

2d Bn captured FIRSOHSERG (J890€) with Co E and swept-their zone N
to their boundary and W to the river. It held this ares while 559
passed elements through, then resumed advance to E of HIRSCHBERG.

lst Bon crossed on the SELBITZ River bridge and continued to protect
the Division right flank. After moving to vicinity of LODITZ the
Bn was given 12 mission of tying togethsr the 3d and 24 Bns.

529th In? - Leaving the 2d Bn to screen the regimental sector, 359
moved lst Bn, 015th FA Bn and 3d Bn in that order across the BLANK-
ENSTEIN bridge starting at 0725. Both Bns swung N and proceeded to
comb out their arecas. They were then directed to go Eto the main
road through ZOLLGRUY (J0020), TANNA (J9218) and GEFELL (J9212).
This was accomplished before dark. 2d Bn was released from its
screening mission and assembled in the vicinity of\ FROSSEN (J8612).
Co E moved to BLINTENDORF (J8813) for use by %4 Bu as reserve if
needed.

257th Inf - All night the movement of the gold reontinued until 0600
when the last of the bullion was safely stowed on the trucks. Then
began removal of the art treasures.

At 1015 the attached Tks and TDs were ordered to report to Division
100 miles distant at LOBENSTEIN.

At noon Corps advised regiment thet it was released to Divieion

minus the lst Bn. HMovement would begin on the 16th. 1lst Bn would
remain until all of the'art tressurcs were picked and removed From o
the area. Departure time for the regiment was set as 0900 on 16

April.

16 April 1945

Corps had established -the HOF - PLAUEN (K1220) road as & restrain-
ing line. For better positions the units needed to secure the high
ground just beyond and this became the objective,

259th Inf - On <he Division left, the adjacent unit was still having
trouble coming forward. 359 found it necessary to remain echelonsd
back to maintein contect. 24 and 3d Bns pushed out while Co.G on

2d Bn's left kept pace with the 87th Div. Co T on the right stayed
abreast of the 3d Bn.

l1st Bn moved in zone of the 24 snd blocked roads to the N until up=-
covered by the 87th. By end of the afternoon, both 2d and 3d Bns
were holding the high ground beyond the restraining line. lst Bn
assembled in regimental reserve at 1730 as the 87th Div had come

- 14 -
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abreast 8f £hé~2&'Bntf»Co;A,wéntyté(MISSLAREHTH;(JQélﬁ),,Go B to
ROTHEN-ACKER (J9615) and Co G to RIUTH (J9916).
258th luf - 3d Bn mopped up HOF in early morning, Then moved out

EIMNTTZ (JOOQ0) and the high ground to the E, o2d moved
Left,m,lst,Bn'enteredeOFLtormaké;a'ﬁheruugh_poliae of

- 251th Iaf - Leaving the 1sﬁ;Bnpatillgonfguar@;undargoorpSaQoﬁtnal,
at MERKERS, tha‘Bd‘Bngand”balangefmffthﬁgr,~im nt motor-marched to
LOBENSTEIN, then crossed the S4ALE River st BLANKENBURG and moved
~ into GORITZ (J8811), 3¢ Bau continued to UTTE RIUTH (J8910), od
Hn remainedfet“BLANKENBUR@,preparedyt moVvedrward3tha ext daye

Division CP moved to HIRSCHBERG where it opensd at 1430,

In line with Jorps Directive No, 107, Div B No, 77 outlined the
following plun: ... e .
 Div would consolidate and defend in depth the prosout position,
Unitsrwould send strong reconnaissance patrols to the fronte
Div would be prepered for further movement S or SE.
357th Inf wag directed to relieve 2d and 3d Bns 359th Inf at 1200
on ‘the 17&th. 559th Inf lst Bn would remain in place as 357th'g
ressrve, :

17 April 1945

The day was relatively quiet as udits organized their positions,
Peatrols to the E mede enemy contact .aud had several fire fights.

G Co 359th InP brought back 15 PsH “rom LAUTERBACH (K1309). 358th
Inf gathered up 74 PsW. Their Toand R Platoon captured a bridge
intact at VIEDERNBERG (POT798) .« “Relief of the 259th Inf by 357th
Inf went smoothly and was comblete by 1915, 350th Inf assembled in
the vicinity of JLINTENDOR (J5813) .

Division now hed new instructions. As the Army boundary was shifted
to the 8, the 328th Inf (26th Niv) on our immediste right was to be
relieved by us and we in turn vould be relieved on the N by 2d Cav
Gps o e o : :

To accomplish this it was decided to relieve 357th Inf with 359th's
lst Bn. 357tk Inf then would relieve the %28th Inf aud 2nd Cav Gp
would relieve lst Bn 35¢th Inf. 90*h Ren Tr would egteblish &
screen appro:  uvely 3 kilomoters iu front of the Div left flank.

lsﬁ Bn'§57thylnf was relievéd,by,Corps and reveited'tp Div control
but remained et MERKERS until next dav. '

S

Reproduced at the Nafional Archives




................................... pERR e st T e

DECL ASSIF IEL - Reproduced at the National Archives '
AuthomyM/p .7.3;”0/7

ARADwel/2)

day th. 90th Div beceme firet Allied troops ta enter
CZEGHOSLOVAKIA and the flrst'ue cuﬁ Gormeny in two., o

Wilag ok M
d Ba both reinforced with armor. At
"the border 1mto GZECHOSLOVAKIA n@ar

o L
nesr MARTINSREUTH (O9é0§) preparatory ta relievmng the §,~
They closed at 1130 and began the relief which was delayed only by
5d Bu 328th Inf being cugaged at FORBAU (09787) By late afternoon
all eélements were relieved.

At 1930 the lst Bu returned frow MERKERS and closed at KONRADSREUTH
(09293) ‘

§§9th”1nf « Continued renabilitation of troops and maintenance of
vehicles except for the lst Bu'which went on line to cover the Div
left flank, re. eving 357th Inf. 22 Cav completed relief of lst
Bn and 90th "Ren Tr o as of 1650. lat Bn moved to GEFELL.

The problem of ‘puarding enemy installations was becoming a large=
sized headachos Since 1lth April, 773d TD Hq with various sttached
troops had been performing this duty as an Interior Defense Commend.
Now it was decided tu waintain a less fluctuatmng organization.

On Co 357 and 559 and AT Co 358 were turned over to the TD Commsnder
for exclusive use as pecurity guards which relieved the regimants
of this respons1b;11ty iv areas they left behlnd,

Now everything was fin resliness for the new advance to the 6E on
the 10th. Divigion's plea was to use 358 on the left closeat to
the Ozech Border and 357 on the right. 359 would be initially in
reserve and would be staged forward. The 26th Div would be on the
90th's right. 24 Cav Gp was originally on the DlVlBlOn g left. :

L= 16 -
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o ée’the dlrec“lon of 8dVance’parallmleq the Gzech Barder ﬁhe ?

. par ] ,, ald be expected and a
maneuver wes plamned o meet it. As the assault units pushad for-
ward, the reserve unit would eatabllah blocxs ta the N an&,E/unt 1

,ralleved by 2d Gav. Thms allGW“d' i

In ganeral, -
Bordar was
tlgatlon.;

Prog~
e

'Imoc;ker out by Div Arty or”aw suppcrt.
ged and road blocksénum 8

Pixed° Tha Gvrmans ma&e only one , tac ari g the
permod. Their tactics appeared to:be‘anly ta‘hara s and d . A
if to stave off the inevitable ond. Blawn bridges became moraiyf
frequent. :

Movenment of the Division was controllsd by Gorpa phase lines but
averagsd in general 15-25 kilometers a day. On the 20th,Corps
ordered advenc~ limited to not . more than three miles a day.

This brake was lifted lute on the 21st, however, and the Division
unite drove on as fast as terrain and tired troops would allow.
By the 26th they had covcred over 120 kilometers.

“19 April 1945

558th Inf = lat Bn capturcd RIHAU (P0691) at 0950 and went through : ‘\
hoping o resch SELB (Pl&B&) This was not to:be, however, as

enemy Tke ahd TDs appeared short of SCHONYALD (P1086)« Orgenic .

artillery fired om them and other vehicles snd marked this target

for fighter bombers. Three of the enemy tanks were destroyed by

this action. B Co then moved on to cloar RFIChWNBAGH (Plﬁ&&)e“,

Co took EGHDN;AHD at 1800, The Bn halted fa : o
half mile from 3ELB neer Vg LITZ (91285) "ty pe
to softon 1t up. 3d Bu ad ed through haavy wooda to
2000 yarde S of OBER .EISSINBACH {P105850) where it halted f ,
nlgﬂta' 2d Bn covered the regiment's B flank and closad,far the'“ -
night in v1cln1ty of RMIGﬁmNBACn. ‘ .
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* _ The roglment Pound only scattered resistance and §d Bn
qu te,ra91d1y desplte boolrwtrapped road blaoks., By con 1o
fter dark the 3n reached WU'SIquL (PO568) whmch it enteredw,,q
thhaut apposztaona , ,k - .

On theyreglmental 1eft, 2d Bn haa rougher g'”””
ing contact

SLAU (PO373) for the nlght. .

Plans fc the next day called for %d Bn to crass ove

¢ MARKTREDNITZ (P1165). let Bu would
right zone, 2d Bn would cover the reglmentalgl,ft un
come abroasts

350th Iof - Regmment moved by shuttble marehing and elosed Por the ,
night at R“HAU minus the 2d Bn which was assxgned the mis

blocking to the E vicinity GRUNHAID (P1168) and maxntaining con-
tect with 2d Cav Gp. ,

Division OP opened in KIRCHEMLAMITZ at 14308,

20 April 1945 RN

90th Ren Tr was pulled from Division Reserve and given thevmiagien

of reconnoitering on left of 350th Inf. Other than thi
no change in the Division lineup as the attask was res
morn1ng. '

TheJ galned entry follow1ng a smashing T0T b et

the 915th, 344th and 345th. By 1015 lst Bn was through
route to ARZBURG (P185715) which A '
sted attack while B Co took ROTHENBACH (P16 3
tured et ARZBURG out of the estzmated 200 defanders.,“‘
ceused many enemyl casualtles. , : -

3d Bn began its attack at 0730. It ploughed under some stubborn
resistance to gain a position SW of ARZBURG by 1800.
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STARVATION.... FORCED LABOR....CRUELT

MADE LIVING $KELETONS OF THESE AMERICAN SOLDIERS... FOUND IN A NAZI P.W. HOSPITAL
AT FUCHSMURL, .. CAPTURED BY ELEMENTS OF THE 90th. ‘
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2d Bn‘matﬁraa to DIETERSGRUEN"(9197A)'and sot up road blocks to

357th Inf - lst Bn moved uninterruptedly in coluan of Uos in order
%7 B, and C. By 1400 it reachcd POPPENREUTH (F1259) and two hours
later was on its objective at HOHENHARD (P1057). In front wes a
vast wooded srea. B Co dispatched to search this outs Before dark
it had reached TRICDINFELS (P1351). Since the 26th Inf Div on the
right had elemente W of ERBINDORF (PO946), Division geve regiment
pérmissiqn’ta'reiﬂfofbé”Cde; 'Cd'ﬁ'withTtanks~and'TDsLmoved forward,

‘closing befors 2100. Co O remained at HOHENHARD., Several high=

ranking Germsn officors were captured during the move forward,

54 Bn found its outry into MARKTRIDWITZ (P1165) barred by a blown

bridge 8E of WUNSIZDEL.- This was repaired and 3d Bn pushed on

against light resistence. K Co occupied the N part of MARKTRED=-
WITZ while Cos I and L swopt tho town, gathering 40 PaWle MARK~
TRIDWITZ was cleared by 1500, The battalion then coatinued on its
phase liﬁefabjactivs,arriviﬁg'in_laxegﬁfternocn.” Plans to halt
here were laid aside when 13 American troops were picked up who
reported othors at FUCHSMUHL (P1655). Those troops who had been
prisoners of the Germans for many months; were cmaciated and worn
as @ result of mistrcatment by their 88 guards. Co I with tanks and
TDs formed a Task Force which descended on FUCHSMUHL where 63 other
Anmcricans were found in e hospitel. ALL of these men were rushed
back in embulances to the Collecting Co at MARKTREDWITZ as their
eondition was ssriouss.

L 0o was given the job of‘seizing gome bridges along the main roade
In exccubing this they froed 17 more Americen PsW. Late at night,
90th Ren Tr relieved Co Lrof this guard mission.

K Co remained about 4 (¢ilométers N of FUCHSMUHL in %ho woods. 12d
Bns blocking to the B, halted for the night in vicinity of MARK-
TREDWITZ .

350th_Iuf - Céntinued its blocking mission, moving by shuttle march,
%4 Br went  Lo-STILB and patrolled b to LANGENAU (P1785) but found
nothing. 24 Bn closed at SILBIRBACH (P1679) and contacted elements
358th Inf. let Bn moved in just 8§ of SELB and controlled the area
between SILB and SILBERBACH.

Division CP mrved to WUNSIEDEL where it opened at 1600B.,

51 April 1945

8th Inf - %d Bn relioved 90th Ren Tr of its bridge guards so the
troop could attack MITTERTEIOH (P2559). They were delayed by seve
aral road blocks. These cleared, their mission was changed to
holding the road into the town. Encmy Were seen on the outskirts
of MITTEZRTZICH and srtillery was fired upon them. lst Bn 358th Inf
cleared the town shortly after noon.
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Both 3d snd lst Bne continued a rapid advance against sporadic
- resistence. “Cth Rea Tr captured T.3SCEENREUTH (P3052) and 1000
Hungsrians inciuding 2 Generalis, in late efternoon. The town hed
800 German wounded in hospitals. 1st 3n moved in to occupy the
town for the night. 3d Ba cleared through FALKENBERG (P2249) be=

fore it halted.

2d %n contlnued tao protect ‘the B flank wmth,road blocks. B and F
Cos settled “or the night at MITTERTEICH while G Co set road blocks

in the vicinity.

357th Inf - lst and 5d Bus continued to the SE at 0730. The only
hostile action encountered was Panzerfaust fire about 2000 yards 8
of ¥RIEDINFILS. This struck a TD on which some B Co men were riding,

injuring eight.

By late afternoon, 3d Bn vas at WENDISCEESHEN3ACE (P1742), lst Bn
vicinity of WILDENREUTH (P1242) and 2d Bn in vicinity of REUTH

(PLEAT) .

259th Inf - %d Bn moved to relieve 2d Bn %58th Inf and block the
area from ARZBERG to SOHIR'INING (P2174) which had not been cleared.
They met resistance just beyound OSCHVITZ (P2073) but overcame this
and entered SCHIRNDING at 1600 vhere ‘they reveived small arms fire,
In addition, the Germen: laid down heavy mortar and machine gun
fire on the troops in the town “roém the high ground around it. The
Bn answered with AT guns using “oth HE.and WP and Pinally stopped
the enemy “ire. SCHIRNDIFNG wagg-cleared by 2200,

1st 3n moved to KONNERSRIUTH (P2166) after its clearance by 358th
and launched an attack on WALDSASSEN (P2766). ‘hey took this
town st 1500 vithout resigtance. . A

24 3n was relieved 2t 3IL3ERBACH by the Cavelry and moved to
KOTERSREUTE. CoF eontinued on to SCEOTTENHOF (P2569) to bloek
roads to the N and E. ‘

&

front of the Division attacked and .

o

Fighter bombers working
destroyed 3 enemy vehic

22 April 1945

558th Inf - 90th Ren Tr vwes attached to block roads along the regi=
mental B Plank, startlng at TIAS hELREUTh,

lst Brimoved 5 out of T;REG*ML“MUTR, captured LIESE STEIN (PEO#Y}
snd continued on to take FLOSSBERG (P200515). Here 3d 3n relieved
it and.A and B Gos assembled for the night at SCHONLIRCH (P2742)

0 Co remesined at LIEBENSTEIN.
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INFANTRYMEN OF THE 9Oth LOAD UP ON TANKS IN LOBENSTEIN.,., ROLL THROUGH
WURZBACH A3 BEATEN WEHRMACHT MEMBERS LOOK ON IN WONDER AND REMINISCENCE,

TROOPS,,.

TANKS ...,

TREES ...,

TERRORISM

SLIGHT PAUSE FOR ROADBLOCK REMOVAL IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
BELOW: SCEZNES AT FLOSS, GERMANY'S CONCENTRATION CAMP, BODIES WERE PILED AT
ONE POINT (left) AND SHOES OF THE VICTIMS AT ANOTHER (Shown at right),
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22 Agrll 1945 (Cont'd)

~5d Rn after relievxng lst Bn, ccnﬁlnued on to close for the day
with Co I between PLOSSBERG, ELLENBACH (P2638) and PUCKERSREUTH
(P2438) and Go X in reserve at WILDENAU (P2540). 3Still blocking,
2d Bn staged to TIRSCHENREUTH in the afternoon. In late afternoon
the 90th Ron Tr was ordered to FLOSS and cleared the town by 2500
thhou% r381stance Picked up 3 prlsoners %here«

§§7th Tnf - Both 1st and %d Bns resumed the adVEnoe in column of
companies end moved without dnterrupticn. 1st Bn halted about 3
= kll@meters N“ of WEIDEN (P1929) with 3d generally W oof WLOSS (P2755)

o K obﬂerved American vehxcles in PLOSS and sent a paﬁrol tc in-
vestigate. Being fired upon, the petrol captured several PsW who
said 70 enemy troops with Americen Jeeps and 2% ton trucks were at
GRAFENREUTH (P283315). A larger patrol was sent to this area and
Pound the vehicles abandoned in the woods NW of the towna

Tne day closed w1th Co A et TLIE&SEIL (P2§7510), 3 at BEOﬁToREITH
(P229260) and C at MAZILESRIETH (P2L7272). The'latter sent a patrol
of tanks and infantry to UNTER MUGLHOP (P2427) and MUTTER HOLL
(P2%27) to investigate a reported lsrge number of enemy. “‘hey were
there == 250 ¢” them in the villege squaré weiting patiently in
formation to surrender. Their rifles were neatly stacked.

Other Germans were less snxious to give up and o contact patrol of
4 men from Co A to 3d Bn wes ambughed.( Three of the men were cap-
tured, the 4th seriously wounded ené left for dead. The regimental
I and R platoon, sent to dinvestigsete, hit the same ambush, but
drove off the enmy and recovered. the wounded man.

350th Inf - During the morning the Bus patrolled the woods in their
areas. Regiment forméd a Task Yorce Russell whose main elements
was AT Co who relieved F.Co at SCHOTTENHOF at 1420. 24 Bn remained
at KONNERSREUTH ap regimental reserve. 2d Cev Gp relieved the 3d
Bn et SCHIRNDIEG. The latter assembled at MITTERTEICH at 1755.

Division P opened at WIESAU (r1855) at 08%0.

2% April 1945

358th Inf - The regiment moved now in column of Bns with 3d Bn
leading. 1lst and 2d follwed in order, blocking to the E. Only
sporadic resistance was encountered. The infamous concentration
camp at FLOSSENBERG (P321361) was captured. 1160 of the 16,000
original inmates remained end were liberated. An NE-100 factory
wos captured hers.

3d Bu halted for the day with leading elements at WALDTHURN (P3129).
Co T outposted from NEUENHAMJER (P3532) to OBER BERNRIETH (P3450).
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o blocked roade in vicinity of FLOSSENBERG while 2d Bn set up
or the nlght in vicinity of WILB&NAU (P2540)

Inf = The rate of advaace now was dlctated by the apeed wath

fother troops could teke over along the Gzech border as the 90th
moved SE. This was a slow process due to shortage of troops end it
beceme necessary to rein in the nmvision rlght flank although reslaw
tance there was practlcally nll. :

At 1f0'?Dmvlsion gave regmment the wreea 11ght and advance was re-
sumed at 1300. By mid-afternoon let 3n's 0 Co had secured MICELDORP
(P2528} and 100 Psw. Co A waa in hAINLIRG (PQGE#)‘

Hearlng cf enemy in . L B :
veatigate. The patrol hit enem ,n @oree and withdrew. Artillery
¢ id upon the town in prevsration for attack the next day. The

ﬂrsglmenial plan for the folxoulng morning propaaad to pass 2d Bn
through the 3d to continue the attaclk.

th Inf - 24 Cav Gp took over as Par as TIRSCHENRZUTH. Thus re-
lieved, 359th Inf placed lat Bn %o block from TIRSCHENRIUTH to
ODSCHOMLIND (F319436). 34 Bn suifted to PLO3SBERG (F290415).

2d Bu in regimental reserve assembled st LENGZUFELD (P269477).

Divieion CP opened at NEUSTADT (51935) at 10153.

Corps Operational Directive joe. 110 ordered the advance to continue
SE to join the Russiansg’at the German = Austrian border.

The 90th Division was specifically directed to continue the advance
and bleck pasees along he Czechoslovakia border to prevent the de-
bouchment of enemy forces from Czechoslovakis. Particular emphasis
was to be placed on the pesses at HOLL (P6103), ~URTH (U7691) and
MESTYS (QOQ74). Corps also notified Division thst 5000 Germens with
white flags vould pass through the 90th's ares from NYRSKC (U9391)
to CHAM (U5880) to surrender to,the 26th Inf Div in the morning.

24 Aprll 1945

227th Inf ~ Using G Co to spearhead the attack, 2d 3n moved against
VOHENSTRAUSS at 073%0. e enemy resisted with mmall arme but the
town was overrun by 0845, The Bn determined to seime the birdge at
BURGTRESVITZ (P5621) before the enemy could blow ite A platoon of
712th tanks followed by a platoon of 775rd TDs with infantry mounted
set out with all possible speed and without the usual advance patroles
The road wae rough and nerrov through hilly country havinzvmany natus
ral defenses. The column was fired on several times but kept moving,
returning the enemy fire with the armor's »50 caliber machine guns.




. DECL. ASSEF IED . Reproduced at the National Archives
Authority gpip 34017
By UF A&baixu575@zv ?

24 april 1945 (Cont'd)

About 2006 yarde short of the o:jective, the lead tank rounded a
sharp curve and faced five Parrzerfaustmen at point blank renge. The
Germans let go their missiles and one shot hit just below the peri-
scope and killed the asaistant gunner.  The driver and gunner were
wounded. Nonetheless the driver backed the Tk 15 yards to the rear
out of the wer. The armor swung their guns into action and firing
from the wood: soon ceased. Jue D was hit in the battle without
damage. The crew of the damaged tank was evacuated end the column
moved boldly on its way. As a result of this decisive action the
bridge was seized intact and undefended. Apparently the enemy had
relied on the ambush to stop the attack. When the infantry later
searched out the woods, 2> dead 85 troops were found at the point

of the attack. There was no other serious opposition although the
infantry plcked up 100 prisoners as it moved ! forward. At BULLENRIED
(P&lla} 290 Germans surrendered to 2d Bn without a Pight,

st and 5d Bns moved without resistance, tha 5d bleocking in rear of
the 2d,

Tor the night halt, 2d Bn's forward olements tied in with lst Buls
leading compauy at TTUNZ (P362083),

358th Inf < Hnemy efforts to hold the VOHENSTRAUSS - WAIDHAUS road
resulted in sharp eungagements by 3d Ba 'S of PLEYSTEIN (P3727), at .
LOHMA (P%824) and 2d Bn at WAIDHAUS (P433268). Some casualties
resulted to the regiment but the defenders were eliminated. 3d Bn
moved to ESLARN (P455205). In the vicinity of PLEYSTEIN, 2 American
prisoners from 357th Inf, captured two nights before, were released.
The thlrd goldiers had been.’ oulded and evacuated.

After rellef by 3d Bu 359th-Inf, lst Bn 358th Inf motored 15 miles
to PFRENTSCH (p4324)..>00 A esiablished road blocks here while B Co
outposted ESLARN. 'Go.C olosed into ESLARN at 0100 on the 25th.
Division mow told the regiment to hold its positions until relieved
by 2d Cav Gp and themto block successively behind 359th Inf who
would attack through them.

229th Inf '« The regiment continued its successive reliefs of 358th
Inf end blocks to the E. 3d Bn took over the sector from OD3CHON-
LIND to TLOS3EZNBERG. 2d Bu relieved 358th Inf elements between
"LOSSENBERG and NEUENHAMMER. lst Bn remained at TIRSCHENREUTH until
relieved by elements of 2d Cav at 1l400. The Bn was then trucked to
PLEYSTSIN from where it marched to an assembly area at BURKHARDS=
REITH (P4123). 3d Bu wae relieved and moved to ESLARN,: arriving
shortly after midnight. The plan now was for 359 to pass through
556 in the morning and continue the attack to the SE towards
SCHONSEE (P4712) and STADLERN (P5212). 3d Bn would be on the right,
lst Bn on the left, 2d Br would remain in reserve at FLOSSENBERG
prepared to move motorized to ESLARN at 0600. 90th Ren Tr was
attached -to secure bridges at SCHONAU (P5207), SCHONSEE and TIEFEN=-
BACH (P5104).
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Division Q? moved to LEUCHTENEIRG (P2620) where it beceme operation-
al at 1600B. : : :

25 Agri1'19&§,'

By 1000, despite seversl brushes with enemy, the troop was at
SCHONSEE. The bridge was intéﬁt/aﬂ&'@ﬁéy'caﬁﬁured;120 prisoners..
By this time I Co had reached OBR LANGAU (PL415) without resistance
and X Co was at GIMEINSREITH (P4418). X Co was motorized and pushed
on to WEIDING (P4909), relieving the 90th Ren Tr and thene on to
SCHONSEE. XK Co followed by I Co left WEIDING at 1400 and reached

SCHONAU ab 1550. The B3n pushed on to TIIFENBACH (P5104) where 2d 2n

moved through to contine the attack at 1720, They met roadblocks
short of TREFFILSTIIN (P5303) but went on around them. @ .Co pushed
on to SOEAFEREI (U5799) while T Co advesnced to BIBERBAGH (U5499).
F Co remained at TRETFELSTEIN. let 3n met digorgenized resistance
in its advance snd had no trouble resching STADLERN«  Upon being.
relieved there by 358th Inf, the Bn moved to SCHONAU for the night.

550th Inf - 90th Rén Tr Femned out in frout of the atiacking 3d Bn.

357¢h Inf - lst Bn climbed on tanks and TDs and moved off rapidly.
T WINLARY (24%02) at 1000, Co G freed 5000 Sritish prisoners of war.
A and B Cos hit GRASSERSDORF (U4796) at+1015 gnd moved on to the
phese line where they vwere joined shorily by Go C. L

At noon Division ordered the lst Bn to go to CHAM (U5880) end block
the rosd net there to prevent eny-atiempt by the enenmy to move S
into the -"Redoubt Ares! 1lth drmd Div, racing toward Austria in’’

Front of the 25th Inf Div, ¥ad clesred CHAM but had moved on. lst

3y, closed into CHAM by 1700.

In view of thevabOVe, %4 Bnwas dispatched to continue the attack.
3y mid-afterncon the Bn lad reached the SCHUARZACH River just E of
ROTZ (U4793) where it stayed the night.

The T and R RPlatoon was sent to SCEONTHAL (U53%95) to seize the
bridge there and vas joined later in the day by & Co. Co 7 stopped .
at KRITZENAST (U5597) on the SCHWARZACH River while G Co moved from

BIBERBACE (U5499) to HILTERSREID (U5198) .

356th Inf - At 1100 Oo C made & foray mcross the Czech border to
Sopture EISENDORF (P5020), BISITDORFSKA HUT (P5018) and FRANGINA
30T (P5017). No opposition was met as 130 Labor 3ervice Troops
surrendered ewmasse at EISENDCRUSKA EUT. ' v

‘Tue hod Gav 3q relieved the lst Bn at 1900 who then moved to ESLARN.

ATter being passed through by 359th Inf, %d Bn 358th Inf set up .
blocks at FREIDRICHSHANG (P5115) and STADLERN (P5212).

- ol -
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24 Bn staged to vicinity of SCHONSEE.

Division CP opened st OBERVIECHTACH (P3906) at 1515.

For several days the Division had averaged over 1000 prieoners'
daily. Today brought in another 1200 making almost 20,000 for the
month and raising the Divieion total over 60,000.

26 April 1045

'350th Inf - During the early morning houws a strong Germen patrol

sttacked the trocops outposting vicinity SCHAFERIE. Elements of Co
G, 359th Inf, 2d Plat of 90th Ren Tr and 2d Plat, Co D, 712th Tk
Bn were involved. Two of the light tanks were knocked out by
Panzerfausts before the Division Artillery dispersed the attack.

Before moving off in the morning it Was necessary tocomb out the
woods near SPIELBERG which delayed 2d Bn Bomewhat. 'F end E Cos
moved out t6 AST (US698) at 0840 then drove ony meeting the usual
road blocks and small delaying forces before-reaching RANKHAM |
(U6789) where they halted Por the nighte : A

3d Bn was ordered to clear ovt the woods lenough to protect their
1aft flenk end then to capture WALDNUNCHEN- (U6098). 'The Germans
had a different thought on the matter and opened up with machiné
guns and Panzerfausts when the Bn arrived at 1300. Despite artil-
>lery.and.bonstant pressure, the'Germans gave ground slowly. They
made each bl:rk a strong poimts’ Five hours were required before
the' town was teken. And even aftér 3d 3n was relieved in WALD~ -
MUNCHEN by the 2d Bn, 358th Inf, the new unit picked up half a
hundred prisoners from the town. 3d Bn 359th Inf assembled in
HERZCGAU {(G6195). -

90th Ren Tr moved dnitially with and behind the infantry. As they
worked S of WALDMUCHEN rcad blocks got more numerous. Finally the
troop skimmed down the regimental right boundary, captured DEGEL-
BERG (U6589) (65 PaW), RANKAAM (29 PsW end 97 Hitler Youth). The
troop with 2 platoons of light tanks then head for FURTH (U7091).
Again the Germans tried to meske a stend. Air and artillery pounded
the town snd the Ren reinforced entered the town, clearing it in
late afternoon. 70 prisoners were taken. 345th FA Bn supported
this action.

lst -Bu 359th Inf was moiorized and moved to FURTH to reinforce the
position. Patrols from the 90th Ren Tr end tanks toward Czecho-
slovakia hit continuous resistance and returned. Between 19508
and 2000B, P-47s hit KLENEC (P6505). Several large fires were
started in the town and 6 - 8 motor trucks destroyed.
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57th Inf - As the mission of the regiment wae 4o block roads ss
quickly as possible .8:and E .of CHAM, clements were motorizeéd. 2d
Bn moved down through GEIGANT (U5992) and WEIDING (U6585) end
ended up well spread out. T Co on the N was at ARNSOHVANG (U6787)
with a platoon at TRETTING (U708854). Co F was situated at BIMBACH
(U745825) while Co G held the reserve position at LIEBENSTEIN
(uril). - .

Gompanies I and L, also motorized, sped through CHAM and cleared

E of the RIGEN River, L moved on the left, I on the right and the
two comparies eleared to KOTZING (U7577) end BLAIBAGH (U694754)
respedtively. K 0o mopped up behind and took the reserve position,

16t Bn remeirad for the night at CEAM.

58th Inf - 3d Bn flattened the town of SOHWARZACH-SVARCAVA (P5511)
after it refused to surrender. The Bn then pushed on to establish
blocks st DOL HUT (P355100), lst Bn moved to vieinity HILTERSRIED
(U510985) . 24 Bn relieved 359th Inf at WALDMUNCHEN end outposted
that ares. ' - - , ' '

Divieion CP opened at CHAM &t 15153, 1800 more prisoners were
processed through the Division cage.

o * *® o E

In the large scale, the Allied Armies continued to corral the
Wehrmacht into isolated areas that were being pressured into ex-
tinetion. On the TLBE River #Américen forces had contacted the
Russians. Near at hand was. the chéering news that the 1lth Armd
Div hed reached the Austrian border. Juncture with the Russians
there was merely a matter of deys. The 90th's task now was largely
defensive es Corps imposed & restraining line for further edvance.
All three regiments were wheeling clockwise to the Czech border and
the immediate job was clearance of enemy to the border and the con~
taining of thoge within Czechoslovakia. What enemy were in Czeche~
slovakia was not certain and 90th Ren Tr was given the mission of
finding out. ‘

# E * * ®

27 April 1945

The 90th Ren Tr, probing N and NE of FURTH encountered small arms,
automatic we -ns and high velocity fire. The troop returned to
SURTH end toow a new route to VSERUBY (U810955). Here they again

" received heavy fire and returned. They then attempted to reenter
Ozechoslovakia to go to MAXOV (U769968) but found enemy infentry
in force end returned to FURTH. Obviously the enemy were along
the border in some strength, confirming PW and air OP reports of an
enemy build-up in the FURTH area.
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27 April 194= (Cont'd)
fxﬂﬁ §ﬁ£g~_“ha,regimant mopped up within its zone and madeylocal
attacks to clear to the border I end NE of FURTH. Enemy smell arms,

automatic weapons and Panzerfaust fire were received. Light shell-

enemy armor incressed and gave Division Artillery meny targets of
opportunity. Enemy tanks snd infentry were located at VSERUBY.

8 inch Howitzers of 738th FA Bn fired on them, destroying three
tenks and inflicting casualties on the enemy foot troops. The same
Bn smashed an enemy battery at SV KATERINA (U8789) obtaining a '
direct hit on one piece. Bright sunshine enabled Cub Pilots to
direct Division Artillery fires on numerous enemy vehicles and
other activity across the Czech border. Fighter Bombers again
worked NE of FURTH and destroyed some 20 enemy vehicles.

Following the mop-up the regimenﬁfQStablished,an'MLR'wiﬁh”lst and
2d Bns asbout 1000 yerds SW of WURTH. 1lst Bu outposted an OPLR
which ran generally above the line SAUBERG (U7194) to the high
ground %000 yards NE of WURTH, 34 Bn established an RRL through
GLEISSENBERG (U635916), RANKHAM  (U67089%), ARNSCHWANG (U690873),
RIMBACH (U745825) and HOHENJARTH (U782802), setting up strong points
at each of the towns.

This was in accord with Division MM # 88'dssued at 271100B April
which assigned the Division a “emporary defensive mission and out-
1ined the MLR end OPLR. 358t: and 359th Inf were both directed to
establish two Brs oun line and hold ove in reserve. 357th Inf minus
one Bn was earmarked for Division Reserve with expected employment
in zone of 359th Inf. The one Bn (réinforced) would block and hold
the Division right flank. - 90th Ren Ty was to maintain an active
counter-reco aissence screen, gensrally in front of 250th Infs

%58th Inf ~ lst Bn relieved 3d Bn in‘place on the regimental left

in vicinity'bf'STADLERN (P528120) and PAADORF (P563084) . 3d Bn
sspgembled after rélief.at 1800 in thergeneral arsa around HILTERS-
RIED (U510985) . 2d Ba remained in place improving positions.

357th Inf - The plan for the day called for 1gt Bn with 343rd FA Bn
in support to clear the valley SE from KOTZING to OBER and UNTER
RIED (U8769). 3d Bn would clear the sarea to the 8W and return to
KOTZING. 2d Bn would improve its blocks to the E. : '

The operations of the two mop-up Bns resulted in some 1300 prisoneras.
As 8 result of Division FM # 88, the lst Bn readjusted its positions
by putting A Co st STEINBUEL (U785745), B Co at ARNBRUCK (UB35723)
and O Co at MOOSAU (U7970). AT Co was attached and assembled at
PIRKA (U755690) . ‘ ;

As reports of armor to the NE increased, Division alerted 3d Bn
at 1700 on 1/2 hour call.

% : & # # &

%
.
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Some prisoners were gathered up in the course of the day.
process of screening all civilien males was continued and accounted
for many. But most were deserters,walking hospital ceses, rear
echelon and service troops who pgrpose1yﬁliugere¢ behind to be picked
up. At straggler points the Germans formed numerous Kempfgruppes
to stem our advence. These disintegrated upon contact. .

observation posts, indicated
was mov ng,into%our'ﬂivisionkzon

ted the strength of this unit as 1500

on 22 April with a possible incréase of ,ive'huﬂdféd”éﬁréggléréfgnd~

10 more tenks. This was a woeful underestimate as later svents
wed. It was quite clear now that a front line in Germeny no
longer existed but that one wes being established general paral-~
lel to the Czech border in that country. The Division!s job 8 to
in thess forces while the Russiens adva : a

. tances were these troo 5 to be al
Redoubt Area in the Germen-Au rian Alpe.

Enemy activity around DOMAZLICE (P7606) increased;

The rapidly changing situation appeared to cause some indecision in
higher level plemning. Consequently, the Division was confronted
with several slternatives on future enployment as a result of .
directives and chenges from Corps this day. Oue plan envisaged the
90th being relieved by the 97th Div for reemployment far to the S.
This was abar o ned and the Division was directed to stay where it
was until relieved. i/ho the melisving force would be was still in-
definite. One thing was certaing that First Army was gide~slip=~
ping down from the N snd some read justment would have to be made.
The day closed with information that some unit —- tentatively the
Sth Inf Div would come in'on the right of the 90th. :

Just before midnight, 345th FA Bu near GRUB (UT43755) were em-
broiled in a fire fight with an estimated 200 Germans who attempted
to infiltrate their positions. The artillery cut their fuse and
levelled their puns in direct fire into the woods harboring the
enemy. They killed several and caused the surrender of 150 of thg
invaders. ' - - ' ,

28 April 1045

350th Inf - The regiment continued to send strong combat patrols
through the area. Several brisk battles were fought with enemy
infantry and Hitler Youth. 1lst Bn captured FICHTENBAGH (UGT77963)
after a fight which netted 50 prisoners. A Co's patrol N of the
town met 40 mdditional infratry in the woods most of whom were
killed or captured.before the patrol returned to FICHTENBACH.
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58 April 1945 (Cont!'d)

A 2d Bn patrol to RITTSTEIG (0860857) brought back. 40 PsW. Attempts
to capture 150 Hitler Youth were frustrated by 60 88 troops located
E and 5 of RITTSTEIG who drove back the patrolu ;

The regimental plan for the next day was for 1st Bn to readjust its
MLR to a NW-SE line through FURTH. The OPLR held by one company
would run from VICHTENBACH, over the high ground 3000 yards NE
FURTH end down to ESCHLKAM (U760907). 2d Bn would remain where it
was. 3d Bn would furnish one company to the 90th Ren Tr who were
attached with a platoon of light tanks. This was to make a Task
Force known as TASK FORCE DYE whose mission was to move motorized
to WYRSKO (U925905) clearing the woods and NYRSKO and then return~
inge  The Task Force was to consist of two platoons 90th Ren Tr,

Co I, ons platoon Co O, 7(5rd TD Bn, one platoon Co G, §l5th Engr
Brnand one plastoon Co D, 712th Tk Bn. \ ,

357th Inf - The regiment (=) remained in DlVlB?On Reserve.  lst
Bn patrolled to the E., G Co investigated HAIBUHL (U8%5807),
ENGELSHUTT (U853%810) and LAM (UB780). Numerous prisoners were
gathered throught the regimental area as towns weré fine-combed
by sereening forces.

358th Inf - Activity was limited to combsat patrols. A reinforced
platoon from Co C, following a route from PAADORF (P562084),
FRANZBRUNNHUTTE (P578096) end NEID (P580108), ran into enemy in

the woods near FRANZBRUNIHUTTE. After suffering several casualties,
the platoon returned. In the a”ternoon €6 A, reinforced, captured
82 Psgll with moderate resiptance as they closed on RYBNIK (P573133).

In Opn Directive # 112, Corps ordered 97th Inf Div to relieve 2d

Cav Gp on our left. The Oavalry, at first scheduled for smployment
on the Corps right flank,(was now to come in on 9Oth Divigion's
right in place of the 5th Inf Div who were to assemble. Mission of
the 2nd Caval: - after relief was tosscure the pass N of REGEN
(U9455) . 90th Diyision'was given the new left boundary which in-
volved relie? off elements of 358th Inf by 97th Div. Time of the
various reliefs was undetermined.

29 April 1945

359th Inf ~ At O430 the Germans shelled FICHTENBACH. (U6796) with
Nebelwerfer and artillery. Then followed some 90 infantrymen in
an increasingly rare counter—attack with smell arms and Pangzer=-
fausts supported by one tenk. 1lst Bn readily repulsed the effort
end, FICHTTNBACH remained in Co A's hands.

At 0730 TASKFORCE DYE left NEUKIRCEEN (U805860) and moved toward
NYRSKO. The Task Vorce moved practically without opposition,
gathering up 149 Ps¥ on the expedition. NYRSKO was entered at
1515 without resistance, following which the Fask Force returned.
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; ued to petreol, with the Pormer maetmng 8 .
=) ock protected by in’ .ntry, mortars, and artillery
N of FOLMAVA (/7196). Co F rn:gotiated the surrender of a German
Gomman&er, 150 tracps and about 20 vehmclss 1n v1c1nity’of SRUBY

fore e*day aPter tombrrow. Division ordered aﬁ attack on 50
April astride the HOLL (P6105) - KLENEC (P77050) road to secure
the NE edve of tha woods.

‘ Reserve Bn wae released for the atteck, Regiment was to refuse
back the left flank to the Divigen hoimdary.

The regiment plenned to employ ite 2d Bn on the right and 3d Bn
on the left for the attacks. 1lal Bn would remain in regérve viei-
nity AST (U56%986). '

357th Inf P - jisjor activity was patrolling by G Co further to SE
as far as SOMUERAU (U914765) which resulted in approximately 100
prisoners. lst Bn continued to scour its area.

For its part in the next day'ls operatmon, the regiment was dir=
ected to move its 3d 3n to ARNSGHWANG ready to support 359th Inf
if needed. Bn's move would be mede in the morning with/reconw
naiasance undertaken immodlatelye

One enemy FW&lQO wes shot down near CHAM in early evening by
5374h AAA Bn aa the p;lot attempted to strafe near KATZBACH
(U568822) .

30 April 1045

The limited objective attack by 358th and 359th Inf met moderate
to heavy opposition and the month ended with the objective unsecured.
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© The rough terraxn, heav11y masked with wocds, _caused great trouble
and the enemy used small arms,fnutomatlc weapons, mortar, tank
artlllarj and hlgh veloc&ty fire to hold back Division units.

,éééiﬁng** On the left, 358th Inf, attacking at 0800, found

rough going due to both enemy and the wooded, steep terrain. Two
of the 3d Bn's tanks were knocked out by enemy fire. In turn K Co
knocked out one enemy tank with bszooka end captured the crew.

Two enemy tanks and seven machine guas stalled the attack in viei-
nity of CAPARTICE (P662052) which the Bn finally took before halt-
1ng For thc nlght after a 6000 yard advanca¢ :

P-L7s hit TRHANOV (P7004) and destroyad 5 - 8 enemy motor truckaa

2d Bn faced four enemy tanks with infentry, but pushed through the
woods to SE of CAPARTICE, not gctting quite clear by darlk. Then
the Bn went out of contact. Ac the period closed offorts were being
made to reach it by radio,VRegwmental Staff Officers and patrols. -

The regiment received definite word that the 97th Inf Div would
take over from their lst Bn in the morning. The O7th Div wculd
atteck througt rother than relieve sad 358th Inf asked for per-~
miseion to use ist Bn on the woods just below the Div left boundary.
This was granted. Division and regiment in turu were advised that
2d Inf Div would probably relieve 558th Inf within two deys when
First - Third Army Boundery would probably be about where 358th -
559th Inf boundary now lay,

359th Inf — Initially, 3d Bumet no resistence as K and I Cos moved
out from TICETENBACH at 0940, «Co L in reserve went to FOLMAVA.

The two assault compsnies groped through the dense woodg end finelly
hit machine gun sad artillery fire near NEM KUBICE (U716973). From
there on they remained enpeged ss enemy tanks end armored cars
joined the fray. »Q15th-FA Bn knocked out two enemy tenks in vigi-
nity of C KUBICE (U715983) as the main road intersection just N of
C KUBICE provéed to be a strong point of MGe and armore. K Co ma-
neuvered eround the intersection and broke the registances K and I
then moved Fforward toward BABYLON where they met a strong force of
infantry supported by ermorsz As darkness was now shutting in, K
and T withdrew to the 'Y fork in the main road N of KUBICE. Leaving
one platoon here with K, 0o I returned to VOLMAVA es reserve for
next days They brought back a half hundred prisoners.. Also cap=
tured was a hospital train with 250 men of whom 200 were litter
cases. 0o L had mesnwhile steged forward to vicinity of C KUBICE
and NEM KUBICE, where it remsincd overanight prepared to take up

the asgsault in the morning with ¥ Co.

lst and 2d Bns patrolled to their front w1th G Co occupying OCHSEN-
WEID (U7494) and KLOPW?LDBWRG (U7ho932 .
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© 0o relisved & Co and 2d Bn contimued to patrol the
wvolley. Enemy infiltretions persisted cnd a patrol was embushed

by enemy with Penzerfausts in an eres slreedy cleared. Five

ensualties resulted. lst Bn also maintsined its patrols while
34 3n waited st ARNSCHIANG. o :

and capturcd twelve. At MA ‘ ntensified and the
troop withdrew to gROS3 (U77.615). . /

over aud nearly fini
; "he disillusiomment -
spreading like an sbcess. ! , many so.
no longer willed to fight. Lerge their whit
as Americ soops epproached end groups of s readil
rendered. indeed was Germeny's ocup full an
but it was hemlock of mational cuicide rath

victory, Thol.r fighting now vas without sound mi

It was like the frantic convulsions of & madman being forced into
a strait-jscket. HNow indeed wes Germeuy close to confinement and
laced up as tho Russien Armies, having made contect at the ELBE,

swept inexorsbley nearer to the Western forces all along the front.

The 90th Division could view wyith pride its part in the ultimate
defeat.  During April e 300-mile sweep thiough the dense and
mounteinuous Thuringer Lald =und down the Czech border had accounted
for meny German dead, gome 25,000 prisoners and destruction of 15
tenks, 2 SP guns,/12 sirplénes snd numerous othor vehicles. The
90th was the first Americen Division to enter Czcc lovekia, thus
cutting the German State in two, Its discovery of Nezd -
reserves in the selt mine in MERKERS resulted in uncovering

capture of more than half of the reserve wealth of thoe Gormen
netione f o
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